and range of creativily, a man who was a fountsn

of munsic, a man who lived less than 35 years in the

carly 19* century, and & man who had dejecting expenence

in both carcer and porsonal life: this in shor, wan the life of

Swathi Thirmmal Rama Varma (1813 1546), repowned as
the Ling among musikians and the musician among Lings

Swiathi Thirunal was bormn av the second chald of Ram

Gawn Lakshmi Bayi and Haja Raja Varma Koyt Thamporan,

at Thirovananthapuram, the capital of entwhile priscely

state of Travancore (the southern region of proseat Kerala

j man ahcad of limes, a man with a bewaldenng depth

Ji!

(1813-1846) !

A fountabn of musle

Dr. Achuthsankar 8. Nair

D, C-DHT

state). His birth was a long awaited ¢vent to the royal
family, as it was in the danger of having 1o hand over the
reims of poswer 10 the Britinh, for want of a male beir, As
soon as Rani Gauri Lakshmi Bayi concelved, and as soon
as it was predicted that it was a make child, the child was




acclatmed a King (Swathi is henee
kEnown by the name “Crarida
Srvemin’ ), The pov of the whole roval
family and the people of the state
Leems o have been distilled inta the
lullaby “Omrawa Tlinkal Kidave',
sl o have been composed specially
lof putting baby Swathi to sleep. To
dite, this remains the most popalar
lullaby for Keralites (See Val.l. No2
of The New Milleanium).

His mother passed away while he
was hardly two vears ald. He was
brought up in the care of his aunt Rani
Crri Parvathy Bayi and his father,
Roni Gowri Parvathy Bayi hersell was
a4 wonder. Al the age of 13, she
became Queen Regent ol Travancore,
Swathi Thirunal showed his prodigy
from early vears. He grew up in the
company of Rugmini Bayi, his elder
sasber and Uthram Thinmal Marthands
Varma, his vounger brother who
succeeded him 1o the throne.
Irayimman Thamgpi, a close relative of
Swathi and a composer and poet of
meril, Vidwan Koyi Thampuran,
another literary figure, provided close
company o Swathi Thirunal. Subba
Rao, who laer became Swathi's
Dewan (Prime Minister)., was his
persoml wtor during the initial vears
of hes imformal schooling.

A very graphic description of the
times of Swathi Thirunal and an
authentic recond of Swathi Thiruna]™s
personality s avalable m “Military
Remimiseences: A fowenal of nearly
di) vears af active service in East
fndin™. It was published in Londos
by Smith, Elder and Co in 1830wl s
muthored by Colonel James Welsh of
ihe British Army. He visited Kerala
twice, i [81% and 1825, Even though
the Colonel held a comempt lor
inything thit 15 native, as 15 scen in
7i% reference 1o Ramanattam, matemal
ierarchy ele, he ends his brief note
#ith a reference 10 Swathi Thirunal
18 the “rixing sun of the country’,
Ihe note relating to the visit of the
—olonel in 1825 is given below
serbaam;

Being on 4 fowr of inspection
Turing the month of May and
dopping to pass o few days af the

residency, with colunel Newall, |
had an epporienine of witmessing
the stuefies of the vouny Rajahs iy
jrivaie, avd forming on esiimane of
their progressive acguirentenis ol
clbilities. Qn the morning of the
I6%, i ten o'clovk, | accompaied
the Coloned in hiz gig, withouw
ittendanty, to the fors, where we ane
fmmeeliately conducied 1o a oo
in thve Palace, and fornd dem, will
their  father, thefe xixtes,  her
husband, and their seheolinaster
reetdy wr recelve us.  The elder boy,
now  peirteen  [Swmhi], seemed
grearly fnprivved b neind hoigh
railier diminueive i person,  He
read @ chaprer of  Malcoli's
Ceniral  ndia: e Governor-
geaeral's Persian Letter, on Lthe
capiwere af Rargoon; o passage in
Sanskeir; another in Malavealam,
and secmed egeally clever af each,
He then ook up o book  of
Marhemaiics, and xelecting the
forre-seventh propasition of Eusclid
sketched the figure on a counlry
slade: whad astonrished me most,
wals his relfing ns in Enplish that
geomelry was derived from the
Suskeir, which was “faw meter” o
measire e carth, and that many
i onr mathematical fernis were
alser devived fronm the same source,
sl as hexagon, hepragon,
actagon, decagon, duodecagon
cle. iy remarks were generally
appoesite,  bur  their longuage
inefegant and wngramimatical.  This
i5 mueh o be lamented, because
with se many sipdics on hand he
can wever read enough of English
T corvect s iy and he wasier,
a very clever Tanjore Brahimin
could net speak o wmiich Betier
frimself. Mis Perstan wax pure and
elegant; bl of ather languages |
an foo fgeorant fo effer an
opniot.  This pronising oy @5 mow,
I conclude sovereign of the finest
country i India: for he was o
siicceed o the Musnud the moment
he had atieined hus sixieenth year.
Thve vounger brother pave us
Vil FEii s APECIMEns af hix
acguiremenis; somewhal inferior,
of conrse o those of the risimg sun

Swand g & chited

Littvrariathd Thirenal Rawd Goeoed Parvashi Bavi



anteys Bl sl very Janr
Swaithi Thirunal mostensd Sansknl,
Tamil, Telungu, Kannada, Pers
Humdi amd Muorathi g1 an cardy aze |

relerence Lo iclegant
ammatical English of Swathi
Phirunal must have been m the leaming
phase, as can be ascertained by his
comnuusd over the language in later
years, sl the letter he wirode o
the Muodras Governor in 1843), He
sl mastered wocal, and

n Lo Irmditwonal

il %

voonma

swarnbath, i addit

ing of Hindy scriptures amd
He nscended the throne
From day

h.'.'!
SCECMOCS
s s ws he tumed 16
one, he exiahlished himsell as o miler
with a modern vision. It wouldn't be
wrong o call him the architect of
modem Trivandrum
Colle University Observatory,
Public | ||'-',|::-., I'I'..||||} H-h|l||.:!.
Manwsenpts Library, Public Works
I?I.'_:'-,;r||'|-_'||:_ Foo, Government Press

The University

elc in their earlier [orms were
established by Swatht Thirunal
However, Swathi Thirunal dwarfed all

such physical achievements with his
monumsentn] coninbutions m the feeld
of Cormatic music, the form oflndian
classical music maost popular in south
Indin. He composed m 6 languages
over 380 compositions, in va
forms, rages (scales) amd o privse o
various deities.  These compositions
show us much variety in form and
conteni as the personulity of the
composer himsell. In iraditiomnal
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CAFMEIC MdsIc COnoe:
s, ol periormers con
el Lo comiposiisons ol
a simgle composer, il
dovulbi
Swathi compositions,
which wall not réstnet
the performer in any
'||..I:|

would he po

Thiromal
wais also one of the few
Kings of his tines who

Swathi

wis an Indsan nations-
list much abead of lis
fmes. In his coun, he
invited mamsictans Trom
TamilMNadu, Maharash
tra, Pungab, Andra Prad
esh, and even Lahore

He alwo honowred s¢i
CAlE, CARINCETS, [HOCEs,
painters, danoers, sculp-
lwres and even miegi-
cinns. Among his chise
dssociates were the
greal I hipnjasons Ponn
ayva, Thinnjaveor
Vadivelu (disciples of
Deekahathar), Kannanyya
(Disciple of Thyvaga
raja k. Shadkala Govinda Marar (who
wias lnmoas [or smging f TCTmipsos,
falukkad Parameswarn Bhagavathar,
amedd Mers Swami., Among  the
wonders of Soathi's musical contriba
tions, liis Hindustiom composations in
Hindi, based on MNoah Indian ¢lassical
ks sy les, sbisfd ol

Sovailid lavesd dunmg the persod of the
famous tnmnity of Kamabe muse, the
preal Thvagaraja, Deekshithar and
Shyama Sasthrl, Swathi is said 10 have
invited Thyagamga to Trvandrom, b
the latter poliely dechned as he
avolded roval patronage towinds the
latter part of his life. Deekshithar is
helieved to visiled Swalhi
Thirunal and ot 15 known thal he has
composed 1 song on the deity of the

have

Padmanabhaswami temple

Swalhl Thirnmal wis gresd devedee
of Sreepadmanabha, the chiel deity
in the Pudmanabha Swami tiemple of
Trivandrum, He is known 1o have
made offenngs worth millions of
rupees Lo the same deitv. Even his
sagmiure in the compositions is the
word ‘Padmanabha’. Towards the
latter part of his reign. he had a
misgrable time, having strained his
relations wilth the British Resident
Wilkiam Cullen. Cullen was a scholar
himiselll and had grem sdmirtion for
Swathi imuially. but liter became a



Cullen interfened
in all matters of governande o the
cxtend that the king was noduced 1o 3
figurehenad. Swathi Thinenal reacted
fermily and tactiiably, bt with the Brtish
pener evtablihed all over India, there
wis litle he could do. When Cullen
imed b ownd lse Frume Minisder Subba
Bso, Swathi Thirunal wrode 1o the
Marguis of Teeedale. Governor of
Madras i 1843 and sueceeded in
reverting the docision of Cullen, This
e a If\ll.uhrl'l.} Li] hu. nuw.-:r\ O
the English language. It began

menae fof Swatl

My Lord, with due deference |
beg 1o lav the following stalement
before Your Lordikips, and hope
vonir wiodll Ll excie the ditriision
ofl YoulF precions Hiae Becdise sy
painful dagiimat  on
wnprecedented interference of the
Resident at amy Cowurr in the affairs
of my Governmend having horassed
my mind 10 a degree capressible,

strngeles

have af last driven
mie fo fhe mecesialy of
ey seeking  Vouir
Loveadsleip's prroteciion
and napperd i e
timte of newd

Cullen however had
the laa bwgh when he
wiclded hin power at
the Hesident o sirihe
down ¢ach and very
arder of ihe king
Suatha Tharunal linadly
withdrew inbo solifube,
spending his days in
prayers and masic. e
stayed in the Horse
Paloce { Kuiled rat
Malika) which  he
himeell desipned and
gt bailt during the ko
year ol his
eventiul life, Inthe tmy
wooden room lacing
the pagoda of 1he
Padmanabha Swami
Temple, e in sald 1o
have spent most of his time. His
pereonal life was also going throagh
a ¢nsis, When Sugandha Parvatin
Bayi, a dancer from Tangore walked
nin has hife in addifion to the Veena
eaponent Marayam Pillas, i coeated

sirmins i the roval family, The deaths

LY T

of his father, sister and his ¢lose
aogiates Vadivelo and Vidwan Koyi
Thampuran shook him and woon the
reveng sun of of the couniry, befone
He lel

miusical

reachiag the reaih, sei
behind 3
ot bindin [oF e hovers of carmatic
mars all over the world 1o eajoy. The

laadmarks in the

Ireanure  of

by
Trivamdrum whech even today renuain
as the earlicst sign of modermity can
alan b traced backed 1o the iimes ol
Swathn Thirunal

cily ol

His family continued 1o produece
creatne talemls and even hoday ie mod
devond of the same. Avwathi Thiranal
Rama Varma, o key disciple of the
Carnatic mastere Dr. M, Balamu-
raliknshna, camies on the tradithon. Sn
Rama Yarma's lather hails froam ibe
Changanassery palace. home of
Swatha's Tather, amd his mother i the
neice of the lae Mabkarais Sn Chathira
Thirunal. When Aswathi Thiruial
Rama Yarma sings the beauniful
Hindustani pieve of Swathi, Al Aaw
Shvoam Mohaw, in a rare shade of
reiga Paboui, whach scts in the mood
of a lolk song flovang thiough a
dieeniad villape i a magical alicrmons,
one 1+ conlident that the Swathi
lineage is alive. [ ]






